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Katarzyna Janic (AMU Poznán): 
Capturing form-function correlations in the domain of P 
demotion constructions: A semantic map approach 

 

In this presentation, I explore grammatical voice from a functional-typological 
perspective to assess the relationship between form and meaning. To achieve this 
goal, I will concentrate on various voice and valency alternations traditionally 
discussed separately, such as antipassives, noun incorporation, pseudo 
incorporation, P suppression, P omission, and conative alternations. Given that these 
alternations share a common denominator, namely, they show the syntactic 
demotion of the P argument without affecting the argument structure of the verb, they 
build a domain of the so-called P demotion constructions. Throughout the 
presentation, I will examine the diversity of P demotion constructions, considering 
their formal and functional characteristics across 56 languages. This cross-linguistic 
comparative analysis forms the basis for evaluating the form-function relationship 
within the P demotion domain. These relationships will be captured on a semantic 
map through Multiple Correspondence Analysis. 


